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A spirited and incisive survey of economic geography, A World Made for Money
begins with the author stopped at a red light in Norman, Oklahoma. Observing
the landscape of drugstores and banks, and for that matter the stoplight and roads
themselves, Bret Wallach observes, “Everything I see has been built to make
money” or, at the very least, to facilitate making money. This, he argues, is a
global phenomenon that nonetheless has occurred only within the past hundred
years or so. Although guidebooks and culture brokers often disparage these
landscapes of commerce, Wallach—recipient of a MacArthur “genius
grant”—argues that we would do well to pay them close attention.

A World Made for Money provides a compelling, condensed tour of our world.
From Silicon Valley to Sri Lanka, from post-Soviet Russia to post-apartheid
South Africa, Wallach looks at how human beings are buying, manufacturing,
working, growing and shipping food, and accessing the natural resources to fuel
it all. These essential facets of daily life, propelled by the profit motive, represent
a transnational force shaping our surroundings and environment in ways that may
not always be beautiful (or even healthy) but that are fundamental to
understanding how the world works in the twenty-first century. Wallach
examines the relationship between acquisitiveness and landscape, reveals
surprising contradictions and nuances, and provides fresh perspective on
politically charged topics such as sprawl, deindustrialization, and agribusiness.
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A spirited and incisive survey of economic geography, A World Made for Money begins with the author
stopped at a red light in Norman, Oklahoma. Observing the landscape of drugstores and banks, and for that
matter the stoplight and roads themselves, Bret Wallach observes, “Everything I see has been built to make
money” or, at the very least, to facilitate making money. This, he argues, is a global phenomenon that
nonetheless has occurred only within the past hundred years or so. Although guidebooks and culture brokers
often disparage these landscapes of commerce, Wallach—recipient of a MacArthur “genius grant”—argues
that we would do well to pay them close attention.

A World Made for Money provides a compelling, condensed tour of our world. From Silicon Valley to Sri
Lanka, from post-Soviet Russia to post-apartheid South Africa, Wallach looks at how human beings are
buying, manufacturing, working, growing and shipping food, and accessing the natural resources to fuel it
all. These essential facets of daily life, propelled by the profit motive, represent a transnational force shaping
our surroundings and environment in ways that may not always be beautiful (or even healthy) but that are
fundamental to understanding how the world works in the twenty-first century. Wallach examines the
relationship between acquisitiveness and landscape, reveals surprising contradictions and nuances, and
provides fresh perspective on politically charged topics such as sprawl, deindustrialization, and agribusiness.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Fascinating, memorable—a grand book."—E. J. Delaney, CHOICE
(E. J. Delaney CHOICE)

“A compelling book, written by one of geography’s most gifted writers.”—Kent Mathewson, professor of
geography and anthropology at Louisiana State University and coeditor of Re-Reading Cultural Geography
 
(Kent Mathewson 2014-09-16)

“In this lively and energetic book Bret Wallach uncovers the forces that are changing the face of the
earth—from Guangdong Province to Youngstown, Ohio—in their restless search for money.”—David
Wishart, author of The Last Days of the Rainbelt

(David Wishart 2014-09-14)

About the Author

Bret Wallach is a professor of geography at the University of Oklahoma. A MacArthur Fellow, he is the
author of several books, including Understanding the Cultural Landscape; Losing Asia: Modernization and
the Culture of Development; and At Odds with Progress: Americans and Conservation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Games:

In other case, little folks like to read book A World Made for Money: Economy, Geography, and the Way
We Live Today. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book A World Made for Money: Economy, Geography, and the Way We Live Today. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.



Clarence Lowery:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer
that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular A World Made for
Money: Economy, Geography, and the Way We Live Today to read.

Charlie Attwood:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific A World Made for Money:
Economy, Geography, and the Way We Live Today book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

James Melendez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving A World
Made for Money: Economy, Geography, and the Way We Live Today that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick A World Made for Money: Economy,
Geography, and the Way We Live Today become your own personal starter.
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