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The Republic of Therapy tells the story of the global response to the HIV
epidemic from the perspective of community organizers, activists, and people
living with HIV in West Africa. Drawing on his experiences as a physician and
anthropologist in Burkina Faso and C6te d’ Ivoire, Vinh-Kim Nguyen focuses on
the period between 1994, when effective antiretroviral treatments for HIV were
discovered, and 2000, when the global health community acknowledged aright
to treatment, making the drugs more available. During the intervening years,
when antiretrovirals were scarce in Africa, triage decisions were made
determining who would receive lifesaving treatment. Nguyen explains how those
decisions altered social relationsin West Africa. In 1994, anxious to “break the
silence” and “put aface to the epidemic,” international agencies unwittingly
created a market in which stories about being HIV positive could be bartered for
access to limited medical resources. Being able to talk about oneself became a
matter of life or death. Tracing the cultural and political logic of triage back to
colonial classification systems, Nguyen shows how it persistsin contemporary
attempts to design, fund, and implement mass treatment programs in the
developing world. He argues that as an enactment of decisions about who may
live, triage constitutes a partial, mobile form of sovereignty: what might be called
therapeutic sovereignty.
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The Republic of Therapy tells the story of the global response to the HIV epidemic from the perspective of
community organizers, activists, and people living with HIV in West Africa. Drawing on his experiences as a
physician and anthropologist in Burkina Faso and Cote d’ Ivoire, Vinh-Kim Nguyen focuses on the period
between 1994, when effective antiretroviral treatments for HIV were discovered, and 2000, when the global
health community acknowledged aright to treatment, making the drugs more available. During the
intervening years, when antiretrovirals were scarce in Africa, triage decisions were made determining who
would receive lifesaving treatment. Nguyen explains how those decisions altered social relationsin West
Africa In 1994, anxious to “break the silence” and “put aface to the epidemic,” international agencies
unwittingly created a market in which stories about being HIV positive could be bartered for access to
limited medical resources. Being able to talk about oneself became a matter of life or death. Tracing the
cultural and political logic of triage back to colonial classification systems, Nguyen shows how it persistsin
contemporary attempts to design, fund, and implement mass treatment programs in the developing world. He
argues that as an enactment of decisions about who may live, triage constitutes a partial, mobile form of
sovereignty: what might be called therapeutic sovereignty.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Neither activist, nor politician, nor patient, nor pharmaceutical provider, Nguyen brings a more objective
perspective to the AIDS crisis, even as he gives afirst- hand account and conveys his close relationships with
HIV-positive patients. A telling and provocative study of AIDS treatment in Africa, The Republic of Therapy
offers no prospective solutions, but highlights the complexities and power dynamics inherent in the process
of intervention.” - Sarah Fletcher, Montreal Review of Books

“[A] book that can and will be read by audiences far beyond the domain of medical anthropology. The
resultant volume captures the evanescent history of a slowly developing crisis within the rapidly changing
landscape of postcolonial health in sub-Saharan Africa. In this unsparing and clear-eyed account, Nguyen
admirably sets forth the difficult but necessary task for contemporary social scientists in the critique of
global health practices.” - Jeremy A. Greene, Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences

“[Plath-breaking. . . . Nguyen's strengths as an ethnographer are his capacity to move among different
organizations and institutions, his sensitivity to the roles he plays in these contexts, and his long-term
engagement with local activists and other informants, and he parries these strengths into a nuanced account
of the urban politics of triage and HIV in West Africa.” - Betsey Brada, Somatosphere

“Thiswork is notable not only for the quality of its craft but also the degree to which it lends a personal face
to political and economic crisis.... Written in lucid, largely understated prose and drawing on the author’s
long experience as both physician and anthropol ogist, the result is sure to provoke discussion and reaction
well beyond the discipline.” - Peter Redfield, American Anthropologist

“The activist, physician, and anthropologist Vinh-Kim Nguyen has written an engaged, rigorous, and
compelling account of the years when, in West Africa, AIDS treatment started to become available and
persons living with HIV began to organize. With insight and sympathy, he explores how new political forms
were thus invented in Cote d' Ivoire and Burkina Faso, combining therapeutic sovereignty and health
democracy, triage of patients and empowerment of communities, confessions and accusations.” —Didier
Fassin, author of When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDSin South Africa

“[A] book that can and will be read by audiences far beyond the domain of medical anthropology. The
resultant volume captures the evanescent history of aslowly developing crisis within the rapidly changing
landscape of postcolonia health in sub-Saharan Africa. In this unsparing and clear-eyed account, Nguyen
admirably sets forth the difficult but necessary task for contemporary social scientistsin the critique of
globa health practices.”

(Jeremy A. Greene Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences)

“[Plath-breaking. . . . Nguyen’s strengths as an ethnographer are his capacity to move among different



organizations and institutions, his sensitivity to the roles he plays in these contexts, and hislong-term
engagement with local activists and other informants, and he parries these strengths into a nuanced account
of the urban palitics of triage and HIV in West Africa.”

(Betsey Brada Somatosphere)

“Neither activist, nor politician, nor patient, nor pharmaceutical provider, Nguyen brings a more objective
perspective to the AIDS crisis, even as he gives afirst- hand account and conveys his close relationships with
HIV-positive patients. A telling and provocative study of AIDS treatment in Africa, The Republic of Therapy
offers no prospective solutions, but highlights the complexities and power dynamics inherent in the process
of intervention.”

(Sarah Fletcher Montreal Review of Books)

“Thiswork is notable not only for the quality of its craft but also the degree to which it lends a personal face
to political and economic crisis.... Written in lucid, largely understated prose and drawing on the author’s
long experience as both physician and anthropologist, the result is sure to provoke discussion and reaction
well beyond the discipline.”

(Peter Redfield American Anthropol ogist)

From the Back Cover

"The activist, physician, and anthropologist Vinh-Kim Nguyen has written an engaged, rigorous, and
compelling account of the years when, in West Africa, AIDS treatment started to become available and
persons living with HIV began to organize. With insight and sympathy, he explores how new political forms
were thus invented in Cote d'l voire and Burkina Faso, combining therapeutic sovereignty and health
democracy, triage of patients and empowerment of communities, confessions and accusations.”"--Didier
Fassin, author of "When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa’

About the Author

Vinh-Kim Nguyen is Associate Professor of Socia and Preventive Medicine in the School of Public Health
at the University of Montreal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Republic of Therapy: Triage
and Sovereignty in West Africa’s Time of AIDS (Body, Commaodity, Text). All type of book would you see
on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Martha Howell:

The particular book The Republic of Therapy: Triage and Sovereignty in West Africa’'s Time of AIDS



(Body, Commodity, Text) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author styleto
explain theideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Republic of Therapy: Triage and Sovereignty in West Africa’s Time of
AIDS (Body, Commodity, Text) is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jose Weitzman:

The book untitled The Republic of Therapy: Triage and Sovereignty in West Africa’ s Time of AIDS (Body,
Commaodity, Text) contain alot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very straightforward al the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works.

Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-sitein addition to order it. Have anice learn.

Brenda Moulton:

Y ou may get this The Republic of Therapy: Triage and Sovereignty in West Africa’s Time of AIDS (Body,
Commodity, Text) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own persona ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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