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Winner of the 2015 Little A Poetry Contest.

A journey through girlhood, self-discovery, and the little acts of violence we
inflict on one another.

In an astounding debut poetry collection, Cave Canem, Callaloo, and Lambda
Literary fellow Ife-Chudeni A. Oputa presents a relentless but refined portrait of
one young woman’s journey toward self-discovery. Her poems explore the
eternal themes of the human condition—nature, origin, shame, identity, desire,
mortality—with sensitivity and specificity. They illuminate and interrogate the
ways that her characters inflict and experience pain, ultimately revealing how we
must all face our shame in order to grow. No voice is blameless; no person is
exempt. Divided into four sections, the collection reads as a life cycle of
emotional metamorphosis: girlhood and sexuality, trauma, relationships, and
grief. Rummage is a wildly courageous and lyrical book full of music, metaphor,
and the power of memory.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Oputa utilizes searing imagery and provocative language in her intimate and powerful debut.…This is an
unapologetic collection that deflates romanticism about girlhood and exposes the ways in which innocence
can act as a liability.” —Publishers Weekly

“I have been waiting for this book for a long time and I am still blown away by the shock of such an
extraordinary new voice in the world of words and poems. Nothing can prepare a reader for the rigor and
heart of Ife-Chudeni A. Oputa’s Rummage. These poems wrangle with queer existence and desire in a way I
haven’t read before. How we rummage inside and with each other as a means of figuring out our bodies and
place in the world. The love between women (erotic, familial, both at the same time) is deeply romantic in
this book because it is also so hard, so impossible to express, and so often at odds with the world we live in.
Gender is not a concept in this book. It is a living and changeable thing, and the reader must grapple with
their own complicity in ‘rummaging’ for a definition, a vessel to put the body into. I am a student of this
book. I am reader and read.” —Gabrielle Calvocoressi, author of Apocalyptic Swing: Poems and Rocket
Fantastic: Poems

“A powerful debut, structured around four themes: shame, identity, physicality, and spirituality. ‘Kwansaba
For My Mother’ is a seven-line wonder, the type of poem to read again and again to reflect on its
weight.”—The Millions, Must-Read Poetry: August 2017

About the Author

Ife-Chudeni A. Oputa is a Cave Canem, Callaloo, and Lambda Literary fellow. Her poetry and prose have
appeared or are forthcoming in Matter, Some Call It Ballin’, Gabby, the Los Angeles Review of Books, and
elsewhere. She is a native of Fresno, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Rummage. All type of book
is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mark Thomas:

Often the book Rummage has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This



book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Fernando Minaya:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Rummage e-book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Rummage as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Patrick Reyes:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rummage can be the solution, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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