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Between 1855 and his death in 1867, Charles Baudelaire inaugurated a new—and
in his own words “dangerous”—hybrid form in a series of prose poems known as
Paris Spleen. Important and provocative, these fifty poems take the reader on a
tour of 1850s Paris, through gleaming cafes and filthy side streets, revealing a
metropolis on the eve of great change. In its deliberate fragmentation and
merging of the lyrical with the sardonic, Le Spleen de Paris may be regarded as
one of the earliest and most successful examples of a specifically urban writing,
the textual equivalent of the city scenes of the Impressionists. In this compelling
new translation, Keith Waldrop delivers the companion to his innovative
translation of The Flowers of Evil. Here, Waldrop’s perfectly modulated mix
releases the music, intensity, and dissonance in Baudelaire’s prose. The result is a
powerful new re-imagining that is closer to Baudelaire’s own poetry than any
previous English translation.
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The result is a powerful new re-imagining that is closer to Baudelaire’s own poetry than any previous
English translation.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Keith Waldrop’s task as translator is challenging. ... He is capable of compression, successfully handling
the text’s moments of laconic satire (the wealthy drinking from ‘glasses larger than their thirst’)…. Above
all, he keeps faith with Baudelaire’s overarching aim: to accommodate things, and people, out of place, in a
language equally alienated.”—Ben Morgan, Times Literary Supplement

"This is Baudelaire at the limit, having uncovered a new feeling that does indeed appear as a moral history,
the private life in the public turn." —Joshua Clover, The Nation

"Baudelaire considered prose poetry a miracle genre. ... The present translation of Baudelaire's seminal work
offers many advantages. ... (Waldrop) writes in clear, powerful English. And above all, he makes the right
choices, those one would expect from an award-winning poet and seasoned translator.... Waldrop conveys
the lyricism and satire of the original. His English mirrors the musicality of French. ... Essential."—C.B.
Kerr, Choice

Review
“A handsome pendant to Waldrop’s previous translation of The Flowers of Evil. There, his prose provided a
sober caution against poetic inebriation; here it registers the sorry morning-after of the lyric subject.”
(Richard Sieburth)

“Waldrop’s translations soar…perhaps getting closer to Baudelaire’s rich tone than any other translation.”
(Chicago Review)

About the Author
CHARLES BAUDELAIRE (1821–1867) wrote some of the most influential poetry of the nineteenth century
in books including Les Fleurs du Mal and Le Spleen de Paris.

KEITH WALDROP is author of numerous collections of poetry and is the translator of The Selected Poems
of Edmond Jabès, as well as works by Claude Royet-Journoud, Anne-Marie Albiach, and Jean Grosjean.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucinda Brown:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Paris Spleen:
little poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?



Byron Angle:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Paris Spleen: little poems in prose
(Wesleyan Poetry Series) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jessica Wilson:

The ability that you get from Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series) may be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Paris Spleen: little poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry
Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Paris Spleen: little
poems in prose (Wesleyan Poetry Series) instantly.

Lee Long:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Paris Spleen: little poems in prose
(Wesleyan Poetry Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.
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