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Moral Wisdom introduces readers to moral theory through a Catholic lens. In a
warm, conversational style, Father Keenan shares a wealth of stories and
examples to highlight the resources in the Catholic tradition for developing moral
wisdom. Connecting formative influences of the Catholic heritage with themes of
love, consciences, sin, and suffering, the book helps readers appreciate what
gives meaning to our lives.

The third edition has been revised throughout to help the reader better understand
how to develop and apply moral wisdom in real life. It features additional
examples, as well as new material on the teachings of Pope Francis. Chapters on
the Ten Commandments and the teachings of Jesus have been re-worked in light
of new scholarship. The book also features a new final chapter, Moral Agency,
which addresses making practical decisions based on the lessons and texts from
the book. Each chapter includes study questions to help readers further reflect on
key themes.
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Moral Wisdom introduces readers to moral theory through a Catholic lens. In a warm, conversational style,
Father Keenan shares a wealth of stories and examples to highlight the resources in the Catholic tradition for
developing moral wisdom. Connecting formative influences of the Catholic heritage with themes of love,
consciences, sin, and suffering, the book helps readers appreciate what gives meaning to our lives.

The third edition has been revised throughout to help the reader better understand how to develop and apply
moral wisdom in real life. It features additional examples, as well as new material on the teachings of Pope
Francis. Chapters on the Ten Commandments and the teachings of Jesus have been re-worked in light of new
scholarship. The book also features a new final chapter, Moral Agency, which addresses making practical
decisions based on the lessons and texts from the book. Each chapter includes study questions to help readers
further reflect on key themes.
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Editorial Review

Review
Keenan's book is sharp, offering constructively critical analyses of fundamental moral theological ideas with
a profound respect for the Catholic tradition. Keenan uses his own personal stories to recast moral
theological ideas in ways that resonate deeply with our lives. Students and colleagues alike identify well with
his struggles with moral issues. The chapters on love, sin, suffering, and mercy are extraordinary. (Dominic
Colonna, Department of Theology, Lewis University)

This is a lovely book! Keenan probes his own experiences of struggle, suffering, and love, interweaving
them with biblical reflection and theological analysis. He looks fault and sorrow squarely in the face, yet
sustains buoyant notes of hope and commitment. The content of this book is an exercise in the virtue of its
title. (Lisa Sowle Cahill, J. Donald Monan Professor of Theology, Boston College)

Imagine a book that is at once a source of profound wisdom, a systematic presentation of a moral and ethical
tradition, and a 'page-turner!' This is what James Keenan's Moral Wisdom turns out to be. There is nothing
facile about this volume, nothing superficial, nothing manipulative. It weaves together autobiography, the
stories of others, interpretation of biblical and theological texts, and a deep understanding of what morality is
and what the Roman Catholic tradition of moral theology has been and can be when it is at its best. Few will
come away from reading this book without imaginative new hope, salutary appreciation for 'hard sayings,'
new insight into the meaning of divine mercy, and perhaps experiences of both laughter and the 'gift of tears.'
Thought-provoking and informative, opening questions and not shutting them down: here is a significant
contribution to ongoing explorations of the moral life. (Margaret A. Farley, Gilbert Stark Professor of
Christian Ethics, Yale University Divinity School)

Moral wisdom is hard to come by because it is so complex. Most of us strive for moral wisdom throughout
our lives but never totally attain it. In this book, James F. Keenan skillfully brings together deep theological
knowledge, historical lessons, acute pastoral sensitivity, broad spiritual experiences, and true prudence in
proposing moral wisdom for Christian life and spirituality today. (Charles E. Curran, Elizabeth Scurlock
University Professor of Human Values, Southern Methodist University)

James Keenan puts 'flesh and bones' on the abstractions of moral theory and demonstrates from his own
personal experience how the Christian moral life is a pilgrimage of faith, hope, and love. Keenan's book will
be used widely in college classrooms and seminaries alike. His clarity, honesty, and passion ought to be
emulated by every moral theologian. (Stephen J. Pope, Boston College)

This third edition of Keenan's work demonstrates ever more clearly that it is not a book about moral wisdom
but a book of moral wisdom. With an appealing blend of personal stories, Catholic moral theology, and
insightful interpretation of human experience, Keenan's volume continues to be a welcome resource for
teachers and students. (Kenneth Himes, OFM, Boston College)

Keenan is a master at conveying the dynamism of Catholic moral thought, weaving together theological
scholarship with autobiography and the arts. He is without peer in his ability to teach through story, revealing
the tradition to be nimble, nuanced, and capable of disclosing readers’ own inner lives. Keenan’s
magnificence as a teacher shines brightly through the pages of this third edition, and students of the text will
reap profound benefits to both their intellect and their humanity. (Kathryn Getek Soltis, Villanova



University)

Father James Keenan is one of those rare contemporary theologians who compellingly weaves together rich
pastoral experience and masterful intellectual inquiry. To read him is to hear not only the considered wisdom
of Catholic moral teaching, but to have the privilege of hearing a learned man struggling to work out his own
moral practices. In this book, lay readers and scholars alike can see how Catholic moral tradition informs a
life of discernment, love, and everyday courage. (Tom Beaudoin, Fordham University)

About the Author
James F. Keenan, SJ, is Canisius Professor of Theology and Director of The Jesuit Institute at Boston
College. He is the author or editor of a number of books, including University Ethics: How Colleges Can
Build and Benefit from a Culture of Ethics and The Works of Mercy: The Heart of Catholicism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Moral Wisdom: Lessons
and Texts from the Catholic Tradition. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Nathan Weaver:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Moral
Wisdom: Lessons and Texts from the Catholic Tradition, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Stephen Lee:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Moral
Wisdom: Lessons and Texts from the Catholic Tradition.



Lisa Williams:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Moral Wisdom: Lessons and Texts from the Catholic Tradition can be your answer
as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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