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Editorial Review

From Booklist
This excellent set does not cover the entire Western witchcraft tradition but rather the period from the late
fourteenth to the late eighteenth centuries, with an emphasis on witch-hunting and its social and political
ramifications. It is intended to "bridge the gap between scholars and the general public by making the vast
scholarship on witchcraft readily available." The more than 750 entries range in length from a couple of
columns to several pages and are alphabetically arranged. Each entry is signed and provides both see also
references and bibliographic references, generally scholarly publications in various languages. The
encyclopedia is very much an interdisciplinary and international effort. More than half of the 170
contributors are from outside the U.S and the UK.

Entries cover beliefs; notable individuals, places, and events in the history of witchcraft; and relevant topics
in the arts, folklore, law, religion, sociology, and more. Writers and magicians like John Dee and Heinrich
Kramer appear, as do skeptics like Reginald Scot, author of the first major work on witchcraft written by an
English author. The Sabbat and Salem have good entries. Some topics on earlier and later periods--for
example, Laws on witchcraft, ancient; Contemporary witchcraft (post 1800); Nazi interest in witch
persecution--are covered, but except for entries on modern researchers of the witch-hunting period, there are
no contemporary biographies. Illustrations are in black and white and include maps, engravings, and
photographs. The alphabetical list of entries and index are repeated in each volume.

At the price, and given its scholarly nature and limited scope, larger public libraries with a strong interest in
historical witchcraft will want to consider adding this set. Academic libraries with early modern history
collections or interest in witchcraft as a social and political phenomenon will also find the encyclopedia very
useful. Kathleen Stipek
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"[L]arger public libraries with a strong interest in historical witchcraft will want to consider adding this set.
Academic libraries with early modern history collections or interest in witchcraft as a social and political
phenomenon will also find the encyclopedia very useful." - Booklist

"Compared to other works on witchcraft . . . the Encyclopedia of Witchcraft: The Western Tradition provides
significantly more entries . . . and greater coverage. . . . Due to the ongoing interest in witchcraft and occult
sciences, this encyclopedia will be a welcome purchase in most medium-sized and larger academic and
public libraries. For libraries serving religious institutions and seminaries, it is a required purchase since it
provides a balanced, historically based discussion of witchcraft in the Western world." - Reference & User
Services Quarterly

"The more than 700 entries by over 250 scholars are well written, each including cross-references and
bibliographies. . . . Recommended. All collections, particularly those supporting history, religious studies,
and gender studies at the lower undergraduate level and above." - Choice

"Richard Golden successfully makes the scholarship on witchcraft accessible to high school students. . . . It
offers a scholarly yet accessible approach to a captivating subject that has endured for centuries. Highly
recommended." - Library Media Connection

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


About the Author

Richard M. Golden is professor of history and director of the Jewish Studies Program at the University of
North Texas, Denton, TX. He can be reached via email at rmg@unt.edu.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allison Carson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Lavone Anderson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Encyclopedia of Witchcraft
[4 volumes]: The Western Tradition, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kevin Porter:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4
volumes]: The Western Tradition is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sandra Williams:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.



Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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