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The Internet has been billed by some proponents as an "electronic agora"
ushering in a "new Athenian age of democracy." That assertion assumes that
cyberspace's virtual environment is compatible with democratic practice. But the
anonymous sociality that is intrinsic to the Internet seems at odds with theories of
democracy that presuppose the possibility, at least, of face-to-face meetings
among citizens. The Internet, then, raises provocative questions about democratic
participation: Must the public sphere exist as a physical space? Does citizenship
require a bodily presence?

In Cybering Democracy, Diana Saco boldly reconceptualizes the relationship
between democratic participation and spatial realities both actual and virtual. She
argues that cyberspace must be viewed as a produced social space, one that
fruitfully confounds the ordering conventions of our physical spaces. Within this
innovative framework, Saco investigates recent and ongoing debates over
cryptography, hacking, privacy, national security, information control, and
Internet culture, focusing on how different on-line practices have shaped this
particular social space. In the process, she highlights fundamental issues about
the significance of corporeality in the development of civic-mindedness, the
exercise of citizenship, and the politics of collective action.
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The Internet has been billed by some proponents as an "electronic agora" ushering in a "new Athenian age of
democracy." That assertion assumes that cyberspace's virtual environment is compatible with democratic
practice. But the anonymous sociality that is intrinsic to the Internet seems at odds with theories of
democracy that presuppose the possibility, at least, of face-to-face meetings among citizens. The Internet,
then, raises provocative questions about democratic participation: Must the public sphere exist as a physical
space? Does citizenship require a bodily presence?

In Cybering Democracy, Diana Saco boldly reconceptualizes the relationship between democratic
participation and spatial realities both actual and virtual. She argues that cyberspace must be viewed as a
produced social space, one that fruitfully confounds the ordering conventions of our physical spaces. Within
this innovative framework, Saco investigates recent and ongoing debates over cryptography, hacking,
privacy, national security, information control, and Internet culture, focusing on how different on-line
practices have shaped this particular social space. In the process, she highlights fundamental issues about the
significance of corporeality in the development of civic-mindedness, the exercise of citizenship, and the
politics of collective action.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This book probes and illuminates the uncomfortable sense we often have of how cyberspace is somehow
'real' from a social and emotional perspective, even though at the same time we know that it is not actual, at
least not in any literal physical sense.
-- Steven Shaviro, author of Cinematic Body

About the Author
Diana Saco is an independent scholar based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nona Whitehouse:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Cybering Democracy:
Public Space and the Internet will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or acceptable book with you?

Tina Wilson:

Often the book Cybering Democracy: Public Space and the Internet has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after looking over this book.

Leonard Vega:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Cybering Democracy: Public Space
and the Internet book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Cybering Democracy:
Public Space and the Internet as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.



Donna Solano:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
the books in the top record in your reading list will be Cybering Democracy: Public Space and the Internet.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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