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Moments after Lisbeth is born, she’s taken from her mother and handed over to
an enslaved wet nurse, Mattie, a young mother separated from her own infant son
in order to care for her tiny charge. Thus begins an intense relationship that will
shape both of their lives for decades to come. Though Lisbeth leads a life of
privilege, she finds nothing but loneliness in the company of her overwhelmed
mother and her distant, slave-owning father. As she grows older, Mattie becomes
more like family to Lisbeth than her own kin and the girl’s visits to the slaves’
quarters—and their lively and loving community—bring them closer together
than ever. But can two women in such disparate circumstances form a bond like
theirs without consequence? This deeply moving tale of unlikely love traces the
journey of these very different women as each searches for freedom and dignity.

Revised edition: This edition of Yellow Crocus includes editorial revisions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Yellow Crocus is anengaging, thought-provoking story. It's a must-read for anyone whoenjoys Antebellum
historical fiction or is looking for a compellingstory to add to their book club reading list." —Katerie Prio,
ForeWord Clarin

From the Author
Writing Yellow Crocus was a labor of love. Years ago, in 1998, I was with a group of people talking about
Tiger Woods. Someone mentioned that he identifies as much as an Asian person as an African-American
person. I thought to myself, "Of course he does, his mother is Asian. You form your core identity in
relationship to your primary caregivers. It's a basic part of the attachment process."

Then the image of Lisbeth, a white baby, breastfeeding in the loving arms of Mattie, an enslaved wetnurse
came to me in a flash. I thought about what it would be like for Lisbeth to dearly love Mattie and then be
taught by society that she wasn't a full person. I wondered how it would feel for Mattie to be forced to
abandon Samuel, her own child, in the slave Quarters. Then I imagined what the experience would be like
for Miss Anne, the birth mother, to have her own child twist away from her to get into Mattie's arms. These
characters started to haunt me. Various scenes popped into my head. Though I had never written anything, I
was being called to tell this story. Finally, for my fortieth birthday, I began the personal marathon of writing
my first novel. I hope you will come to love these characters as much as I have.

From the Back Cover
Mattie was never truly mine. That knowledge must have filled me as quickly and surely as the milk from her
breasts. Although my family 'owned' her, although she occupied the center of my universe, her deepest
affections lay elsewhere. So along with the comfort of her came the fear that I would lose her some day. This
is our story...

So begins Lisbeth Wainwright's compelling tale of coming-of-age in antebellum Virginia. Born to white
plantation owners but raised by her enslaved black wet nurse, Mattie, Lisbeth's childhood unfolds on the line
between two very different worlds. Growing up under the watchful eye of Mattie, the child adopts her
surrogate mother's deep-seated faith in God, her love of music and black-eyed peas, and the tradition of
hunting for yellow crocuses in the early days of spring. Yet Lisbeth has freedoms and opportunities that
Mattie does not have, though the color of the girl's skin cannot protect her from the societal expectations
placed on women born to privilege. As Lisbeth grows up, she struggles to reconcile her love for her
caregiver with her parent's expectations, a task made all the more difficult as she becomes increasingly aware
of the ugly realities of the American slavery system. When the inequality of her two worlds comes to a head
during an act of shocking brutality, Lisbeth realizes she must make a choice, one that will require every
ounce of the courage she learned from her beloved Mattie. This compelling historical novel is a richly
evocative tale of love and redemption set during one of the darkest chapters of American history. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Phinney:

Here thing why this kind of Yellow Crocus are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a



book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Yellow Crocus giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no book that similar with Yellow Crocus. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Yellow Crocus in e-book can be your choice.

Michael Kelly:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Yellow Crocus.

Jenny Perez:

The book untitled Yellow Crocus contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Mary Varnum:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Yellow Crocus.
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