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‘On an average Saturday, some thirty trains carried police escorts of between two
and eight officers. Officers sometimes reached the destination with their
uniforms soiled with spittle, and other filth, burnt with cigarette ends, or slashed.’
Charting the history of violent acts committed by football hooligans on the
British rail network and London Underground, numerous retired police officers
offer a frightening, and often humorous, insight into how they battled ‘the
English disease’. Recalling incidents of random, mindless violence, as well as
organised acts carried out by some of the country’s top hooligan firms, the
authors document the times where nothing but a truncheon and the power of
speech stood between order and chaos. Exploring a period of fifty years, retired
officers Michael Layton and Alan Pacey pay particular attention to the turbulent
and dangerous times faced by the police in the 1970s and 1980s, when
hooliganism in the United Kingdom was at its peak, as well as exploring more
recent instances of disorder. Tracking the Hooligans is an essential account of the
uglier side of the beautiful game, and a fitting tribute to those who gave their
time, and sometimes their lives, keeping the public safe.
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network and London Underground, numerous retired police officers offer a frightening, and often humorous,
insight into how they battled ‘the English disease’. Recalling incidents of random, mindless violence, as well
as organised acts carried out by some of the country’s top hooligan firms, the authors document the times
where nothing but a truncheon and the power of speech stood between order and chaos. Exploring a period
of fifty years, retired officers Michael Layton and Alan Pacey pay particular attention to the turbulent and
dangerous times faced by the police in the 1970s and 1980s, when hooliganism in the United Kingdom was
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael Layton reached the rank of Chief Superintendent before serving with the Sovereign Bases Police in
Cyprus, eventually returning to the British Transport Police. He was awarded the Queens Police Medal for
distinguished police service. He has written several books on the subject of policing the rail network and
football violence. Alan Pacey left school to become an apprentice footballer. Although this never worked out
as a career, he never stopped loving the game. After joining the British Transport Police, Alan eventually
became Assistant Chief Constable. For much of his time as an Assistant Chief Constable, he was the national
lead for the football policing operation of the British Transport Police.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Tracking the Hooligans: The History of Football
Violence on the UK Rail Network. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important some sort of book Tracking the Hooligans: The History of Football
Violence on the UK Rail Network. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Gary Tawney:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Tracking the Hooligans: The History of Football Violence on the UK Rail
Network book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of Tracking the Hooligans: The History of Football Violence on the UK Rail Network content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Tracking the Hooligans: The History of
Football Violence on the UK Rail Network is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Maria Forshee:

Typically the book Tracking the Hooligans: The History of Football Violence on the UK Rail Network will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Tracking the
Hooligans: The History of Football Violence on the UK Rail Network is much recommended to you to



study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Cheryl Bullen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Tracking the Hooligans: The History of Football Violence on the UK Rail
Network was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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