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Renowned Israeli historian, Ilan Pappe's groundbreaking book revisits the
formation of the State of Israel. Between 1947 and 1949, over 400 Palestinian
villages were deliberately destroyed, civilians were massacred and around a
million men, women, and children were expelled from their homes at gunpoint.

Denied for almost six decades, had it happened today it could only have been
called "ethnic cleansing". Decisively debunking the myth that the Palestinian
population left of their own accord in the course of this war, Ilan Pappe offers
impressive archival evidence to demonstrate that, from its very inception, a
central plank in Israel’s founding ideology was the forcible removal of the
indigenous population. Indispensable for anyone interested in the current crisis in
the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In his latest work, renowned Israeli author and academic Pappe (A History of Modern
Palestine) does not mince words, doing Jimmy Carter one better (or worse, depending on one's point of
view) by accusing Israel of ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity beginning in the 1948 war for
independence, and continuing through the present. Focusing primarily on Plan D (Dalet, in Hebrew),
conceived on March 10, 1948, Pappe demonstrates how ethnic cleansing was not a circumstance of war, but
rather a deliberate goal of combat for early Israeli military units led by David Ben-Gurion, whom Pappe
labels the "architect of ethnic cleansing." The forced expulsion of 800,000 Palestinians between 1948-49,
Pappe argues, was part of a long-standing Zionist plan to manufacture an ethnically pure Jewish state.
Framing his argument with accepted international and UN definitions of ethnic cleansing, Pappe follows
with an excruciatingly detailed account of Israeli military involvement in the demolition and depopulation of
hundreds of villages, and the expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Arab inhabitants. An accessible, learned
resource, this volume provides important inroads into the historical antecedents of today's conflict, but its
conclusions will not be easy for everyone to stomach: Pappe argues that the ethnic cleansing of Palestine
continues today, and calls for the unconditional return of all Palestinian refugees and an end to the Israeli
occupation. Without question, Pappe's account will provoke ire from many readers; importantly, it will spark
discussion as well.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Ground breaking research into a well kept Israeli secret. A classic of historical scholarship on a taboo
subject by one of Israel's foremost New Historians." -- Ghada Karmi - Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies,
University of Exeter, England, UK

"Ilan Pappe is Israel's bravest, most principled, most incisive historian." -- John Pilger - author, journalist,
and filmmaker

"Leading Israeli historian Ilan Pappe delves into his country's bloodied past in search of answers in the
present." -- Morning Star, 25 April, 2008

Ground breaking research into a well kept Israeli secret. A classic of historical scholarship on a taboo subject
by one of Israel's foremost New Historians. -- Ghada Karmi - Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies,

Ilan Pappe is Israel's bravest, most principled, most incisive historian. -- John Pilger - author, journalist, and
filmmaker

Pappe has opened up an important new line of inquiry into the vast and fateful subject of the Palestinian
refugees. His book is rewarding in other ways. It has at times an elegiac, even sentimental, character,
recalling the lost, obliterated life of the Palestinian Arabs and imagining or regretting what Pappe believes
could have been a better land of Palestine. -- Times Literary Supplement, 04/26/2007

About the Author

Ilan Pappe holds the Chair in Hisotry at the University of Exeter and is Academic Director of the Research
Insitute for Peace at Givat Haviva and Chair of the Emil Touma Institute for Palestinian Studies, Haifa. He is



also author of the bestselling A History of Modern Palestine (Cambridge), The Modern Middle East
(Routledge), and The Israel/Palestine Question (Routledge).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

The book The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book The
Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Clyde Harlan:

Often the book The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Joseph Southard:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine.

Ashley Robinette:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, you may enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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