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Shades of Difference addresses the widespread but little studied phenomenon of
colorism?the preference for lighter skin and the ranking of individual worth
according to skin tone. Examining the social and cultural significance of skin
color in a broad range of societies and historical periods, this insightful collection
looks at how skin color affects people's opportunities in Latin America, Asia,
Africa, and North America. Is skin color bias distinct from racial bias? How does
skin color preference relate to gender, given the association of lightness with
desirability and beauty in women? The authors of this volume explore these and
other questions as they take a closer look at the role Western-dominated culture
and media have played in disseminating the ideal of light skin globally. With its
comparative, international focus, this enlightening book will provide innovative
insights and expand the dialogue around race and gender in the social sciences,
ethnic studies, African American studies, and gender and women's studies.
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Shades of Difference addresses the widespread but little studied phenomenon of colorism?the preference for
lighter skin and the ranking of individual worth according to skin tone. Examining the social and cultural
significance of skin color in a broad range of societies and historical periods, this insightful collection looks
at how skin color affects people's opportunities in Latin America, Asia, Africa, and North America. Is skin
color bias distinct from racial bias? How does skin color preference relate to gender, given the association of
lightness with desirability and beauty in women? The authors of this volume explore these and other
questions as they take a closer look at the role Western-dominated culture and media have played in
disseminating the ideal of light skin globally. With its comparative, international focus, this enlightening
book will provide innovative insights and expand the dialogue around race and gender in the social sciences,
ethnic studies, African American studies, and gender and women's studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"If you think that there is nothing left to write or read about skin color and human societies, Shades of
Difference will change your mind and shake you up." (Nina G. Jablonski)

"Skin color and race are often used synonymously in the US. From historical accounts of black beauty
pageants to social meanings of color in Brazil to global marketing of skin lightening products, Nakano Glenn
presents an array of research from different countries of the world to analyze the meanings and hierarchies of
skin-color. The result is a very thought-provoking book that will reshape how scholars think about skin color
and race in the contemporary world." (Bandana Purkayastha University of Connecticut)

"[T]his is an excellent collection with new findings, important ideas, and moving quotations and illustrations.
I recommend it highly." (Jennifer L. Hochschild Journal of American Ethnic History)

"Shades of Difference is a distinguished collection that broadens the new area of colorism scholarship to
include the national and international class dynamics of why skin color matters. Evelyn Nakano Glenn has
brought together diverse authors to capture a range of identities shaped by the national and international
politics and economics of skin color. A must read for all concerned with critical race studies." (Mary
Romero)

About the Author
Evelyn Nakano Glenn is Professor of Ethnic Studies and Gender and Women's Studies and Founding
Director of the Center for Race and Gender at the University of California, Berkeley. She currently holds the
position of president-elect of the American Sociological Association and will assume the presidency of the
association in 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Shades of Difference: Why Skin Color Matters
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Wilma Blue:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Shades of
Difference: Why Skin Color Matters suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Shades of Difference: Why Skin Color Mattersis the main of several books which



everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Julie Nealy:

The book untitled Shades of Difference: Why Skin Color Matters contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Norma Eberhart:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Shades of Difference: Why Skin Color Matters when you essential it?
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