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In 1997 Jon Thiem was hiking in Livermore country near Fort Collins, Colorado.
Following one fork of Rabbit Creek, he discovered an abandoned house and
literally walked into the lives of John and Ida Elliott and Miss Josephine Lamb.
Always curious about earlier inhabitants of this land, and conscious of the
changes wrought by modern sprawl on its use and character, Thiem pursued the
story of these former ranchers for nearly a decade.

What Thiem and research associate Deborah Dimon discovered is that the three
had an unconventional living arrangement that endured for over forty years, a
relationship that had as much to do with their love of the land as of each other.

John Elliott's father moved his growing family from Iowa to Kansas in the 1880s,
then to northern Colorado in 1890 when John was twelve. He worked as a ranch
hand and eventually became one of the biggest landowners in the area.

Ida Meyer ventured west from Nebraska in 1897. A serious amateur
photographer, she worked as a waitress, and pie lady, at the local hotel until she
was in her early thirties. She and John finally tied the knot in 1908, and in 1910
he bought a thousand acres on Middle Rabbit Creek.

Josephine Lamb grew up in the country west of Fort Collins. Graduating from
high school in 1916, she became a mountain teacher, traveling to small remote
schools. Miss Lamb moved to the Elliott's ranch in 1919 to teach their only child,
Buck, until he left for high school. She lived at Rabbit Creek Ranch, possibly as
John Elliott's lover, for many years after that, acquiring her own land as time
went by.

Tracing the flawed humanity of these three intertwined lives opens a window on
life in the mountain West throughout the last century, including ranching
methods and women's changing roles as wives, mothers, and property owners.
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In 1997 Jon Thiem was hiking in Livermore country near Fort Collins, Colorado. Following one fork of
Rabbit Creek, he discovered an abandoned house and literally walked into the lives of John and Ida Elliott
and Miss Josephine Lamb. Always curious about earlier inhabitants of this land, and conscious of the
changes wrought by modern sprawl on its use and character, Thiem pursued the story of these former
ranchers for nearly a decade.

What Thiem and research associate Deborah Dimon discovered is that the three had an unconventional living
arrangement that endured for over forty years, a relationship that had as much to do with their love of the
land as of each other.

John Elliott's father moved his growing family from Iowa to Kansas in the 1880s, then to northern Colorado
in 1890 when John was twelve. He worked as a ranch hand and eventually became one of the biggest
landowners in the area.

Ida Meyer ventured west from Nebraska in 1897. A serious amateur photographer, she worked as a waitress,
and pie lady, at the local hotel until she was in her early thirties. She and John finally tied the knot in 1908,
and in 1910 he bought a thousand acres on Middle Rabbit Creek.

Josephine Lamb grew up in the country west of Fort Collins. Graduating from high school in 1916, she
became a mountain teacher, traveling to small remote schools. Miss Lamb moved to the Elliott's ranch in
1919 to teach their only child, Buck, until he left for high school. She lived at Rabbit Creek Ranch, possibly
as John Elliott's lover, for many years after that, acquiring her own land as time went by.

Tracing the flawed humanity of these three intertwined lives opens a window on life in the mountain West
throughout the last century, including ranching methods and women's changing roles as wives, mothers, and
property owners.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this intimate portrait Thiem has managed to preserve a valuable part of local history. . . . Highly
recommended."

From the Inside Flap
The stories of three former Colorado ranch owners and their unconventional living arrangement opens a
window on life in the West throughout the last century.

About the Author
Jon Thiem is professor emeritus of English and comparative literature at Colorado State University, Fort
Collins. He is the author, coauthor, or editor of several books of literature and poetry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Brackett:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Rabbit Creek Country:
Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Walter Godinez:

Beside this kind of Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in
the Heart of the Mountain West because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!

Michael Clark:

This Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West is brand-new way for
you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Rabbit Creek



Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life and knowledge.

Sean Rusin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Rabbit
Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West.
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