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Based on extensive research across several disciplines, this book examines the
songs and dances involved in public ceremonies of the Wabanaki Confederacy, a
coalition of five Algonquian First Nations that figured importantly in the political
history of New England and the Maritimes from the seventeenth century on.
Ethnomusicologist Ann Morrison Spinney analyzes these ceremonial
performances as they have been maintained in one of those nations, the
Passamaquoddy community of Maine. She compares historical accounts with
forms that have persisted to the present, showing how versions of the same
songs, dances, and ritual speeches have continued to play a vital role in
Passamaquoddy culture over time. A particular focus of the study is the annual
Sipayik Indian Day, a public presentation of the dances associated with the
protocols of the Wabanaki Confederacy. Spinney interprets these practices using
melodic analysis and cultural contextual frameworks, drawing on a variety of
sources, including written documents, sound and video recordings, interviews
with singers, dancers, and other cultural practitioners, and her own fieldwork
observations. Her research shows that Passamaquoddy techniques of song
composition and performance parallel both the structure of the Passamaquoddy
language and the political organizations that these ceremonies support.
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Based on extensive research across several disciplines, this book examines the songs and dances involved in
public ceremonies of the Wabanaki Confederacy, a coalition of five Algonquian First Nations that figured
importantly in the political history of New England and the Maritimes from the seventeenth century on.
Ethnomusicologist Ann Morrison Spinney analyzes these ceremonial performances as they have been
maintained in one of those nations, the Passamaquoddy community of Maine. She compares historical
accounts with forms that have persisted to the present, showing how versions of the same songs, dances, and
ritual speeches have continued to play a vital role in Passamaquoddy culture over time. A particular focus of
the study is the annual Sipayik Indian Day, a public presentation of the dances associated with the protocols
of the Wabanaki Confederacy. Spinney interprets these practices using melodic analysis and cultural
contextual frameworks, drawing on a variety of sources, including written documents, sound and video
recordings, interviews with singers, dancers, and other cultural practitioners, and her own fieldwork
observations. Her research shows that Passamaquoddy techniques of song composition and performance
parallel both the structure of the Passamaquoddy language and the political organizations that these
ceremonies support.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The clearest, most detailed account of Passamaquoddy and Wabanaki history and musical culture that I
have ever read. Original, informative, interesting, and well researched, this work makes an enormous
contribution to the fields of ethnomusicology and related disciplines."?Victoria Lindsay Levine, author of
Writing American Indian Music: Historic Transcriptions, Notations, and Arrangements

"Original, informative, interesting, and well researched, this work makes an enormous contribution to the
fields of ethnomusicology and related disciplines."?Victoria Lindsay Levine

"Spinney patiently describes her methodologies and sources as well as the cultural contexts for the songs she
has transcribed and collected."?The New England Quarterly

"Spinney has written as comprehensive an account of the musical culture?both the present and its history?of
a Native American nation as one can imagine. . . . Appropriate for a wide audience, this interesting book
makes a significant contribution to the literature on ethnomusicology. Highly recommended."?Choice

About the Author
Ann Morrison Spinney is assistant professor of music and Irish studies at Boston College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Passamaquoddy Ceremonial Songs: Aesthetics and
Survival (Native Americans of the Northeast) as your daily resource information.

Vivian Nava:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Passamaquoddy Ceremonial Songs: Aesthetics and Survival (Native
Americans of the Northeast) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund



but this book features high quality.

Lucy Broussard:

Exactly why? Because this Passamaquoddy Ceremonial Songs: Aesthetics and Survival (Native Americans
of the Northeast) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lawrence Wilson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Passamaquoddy Ceremonial
Songs: Aesthetics and Survival (Native Americans of the Northeast) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Passamaquoddy
Ceremonial Songs: Aesthetics and Survival (Native Americans of the Northeast) become your personal
starter.
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