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Both law and popular culture pervade our lives. Popular culture constructs our
perceptions of law and changes the way that players in the legal system behave.
Now in its second edition, Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book explores
the interface between two subjects of enormous importance to everyone – law
and popular culture.
Each chapter takes a particular legally themed film or television show, such as
Philadelphia, Dead Man Walking, or Law and Order, treating it as both a cultural
text and a legal text.
The new edition has been updated with new photos and includes greater
emphasis on television than in the first edition because there are so many DVDs
of older TV shows now available.
Law and Popular Culture is written in an accessible and engaging style, without
theoretical jargon, and can serve as a basic text for undergraduates or graduate
courses and be taught by anyone who enjoys pop culture and is interested in law.
An instructor’s manual is available on request from the publisher and author.
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Both law and popular culture pervade our lives. Popular culture constructs our perceptions of law and
changes the way that players in the legal system behave. Now in its second edition, Law and Popular
Culture: A Course Book explores the interface between two subjects of enormous importance to everyone –
law and popular culture.
Each chapter takes a particular legally themed film or television show, such as Philadelphia, Dead Man
Walking, or Law and Order, treating it as both a cultural text and a legal text.
The new edition has been updated with new photos and includes greater emphasis on television than in the
first edition because there are so many DVDs of older TV shows now available.
Law and Popular Culture is written in an accessible and engaging style, without theoretical jargon, and can
serve as a basic text for undergraduates or graduate courses and be taught by anyone who enjoys pop culture
and is interested in law. An instructor’s manual is available on request from the publisher and author.
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Editorial Review

Review
«An understanding of the interrelationship between law and popular culture is key to shaping the future of
law and justice in contemporary society. While a number of areas may reflect and influence popular culture,
one of the most powerful is cinematic entertainment. The second edition of Law and Popular Culture: A
Course Book retains all of its original brilliance as the guide for creating a graduate or undergraduate course
focusing on how the portrayal of attorneys and the legal system in film and on television shapes public
perception of lawyers, creates viewer expectations regarding law and justice, and may even influence the
conduct of practicing attorneys and judges.» (Taylor Simpson-Wood, Professor of Law, Barry University,
Dwight O. Andreas School of Law)
«Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book is a welcome addition to the teaching literature in this important
and burgeoning field. It may be used as a primary or secondary text, with a concise introductory overview
followed by analytical chapters on important individual films or television shows in the context of this
dynamic field of study. This structure, together with thoughtful organization (initially by broad topic such as
‘the adversary system’, and later by subject matter, either civil or criminal) facilitates teacher flexibility in
which chapters to include and which films or television shows (or substitutes) to assign for student viewing
before each class. I highly recommend this book.» (Donald Papy, Adjunct Faculty, University of Miami
School of Law)
«While teaching an honors class on Law and Society, I found the Asimow – Mader book to be a constant
source of quotable and relevant source material for classroom use. The chapters were especially nuanced in
combining social science findings with insights from cinema studies. After retirement, I continue to find the
chapters relevant in film lectures on legal themes to audiences of retirees. A second edition will make an
original work only more relevant and up to date.» (Edward Gross, University of Washington, Dept of
Sociology (emeritus))
«Michael Asimow and Shannon Mader convincingly argue that popular representations of law are crucial to
how people understand and perceive the legal system. This is an important, social constructionist insight that
is not stressed often enough in law schools. The book is very well organized and shines in its emphasis on
cinematic techniques, using films as illuminating case studies through which to more fully understand the
American criminal and civil justice systems. The authors’ cultural legal approach is exciting because it treats
popular culture as just as worthy of study as the cases and statutes normally studied in law schools. This is
the leading text for Law and Popular Culture courses – enjoy!» (Dr. Jennifer L. Schulz, Associate Dean and
Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Manitoba, Canada)
«Using both familiar (‘Anatomy of a Murder’, ‘Twelve Angry Men’) and less known texts (‘Counsellor at
Law’, ‘Philadelphia’) from a variety of eras, Law and Popular Culture offers an excellent framework for
introducing college students to the study of film and its pervasive influence on our understanding of the law
and lawyers. Scholarly yet accessible, it works not only as an authoritative text on popular culture, but also
as a clear and concise guide to understanding how our legal system functions, making it easily adaptable to
diverse audiences, including freshmen students. The questions included at the end of each chapter work
exceptionally well in generating spirited yet thoughtful class discussion and debate.» (Gary Peter, College of
Education and Human Development, University of Minnesota)

About the Author
Michael Asimow is Visiting Professor of Law, Stanford Law School, and Professor of Law Emeritus at
UCLA School of Law, Los Angeles. He teaches law and popular culture as well as contract law, taxation,
and administrative law. Asimow is the editor of Lawyers In Your Living Room: Law on Television (2009)



and co-author of Reel Justice: The Courtroom Goes to the Movies (2d ed. 2006). He has written numerous
articles about law and popular culture.
Shannon Mader received his doctorate in Film Studies from the University of Southern California and taught
courses in film aesthetics, film genre, and American film history at Loyola Marymount University. He is an
attorney in Los Angeles, where his practice includes general commercial litigation, antitrust, intellectual
property, and legal malpractice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal McMullen:

The book Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book, 2nd Edition (Politics, Media, and Popular Culture)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book, 2nd Edition (Politics, Media, and Popular
Culture) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a book Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book, 2nd Edition (Politics, Media, and Popular
Culture). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Brian Alexander:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book, 2nd Edition (Politics, Media, and
Popular Culture).

Debra Davis:

The book untitled Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book, 2nd Edition (Politics, Media, and Popular
Culture) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice learn.



William Sinclair:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book, 2nd
Edition (Politics, Media, and Popular Culture) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Law and Popular
Culture: A Course Book, 2nd Edition (Politics, Media, and Popular Culture) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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